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The Agency of Mapping: Speculation,
Critique and Invention

JAMES CORNER

(Slsticky Note11/12/12 12:30:E
marcus Options ~

1 erzeugen.

stic cultural project, creating and building the world as
tiruen as micasurmg and describing it. Long affiliated with the planning
and design of cities, landscapes and buildings, mapping is particularly
instrumental in the construing and constructing of lived space. In this
acG) sense, the function of mapping is less/to mirtor reality than to

engender the [re-shaping |of the worlds in which people live. While there
are countless Exampies of authoritarian, simplistic, erroneous and coer-
cive acts of mapping, with reductive effects upon both individuals and
environments, I focus in this essay upon more optimistic revisions of

James Corner,
The Agency of Mapping



unseen or unimagined, even across seemingly exhausted grounds. Thus,
mapping unfolds potential; it re-makes territory over and over again, each
ume with new and diverse consequences. Not all maps accomplish this,
however; some simply reproduce what is already known. These are more
‘tracings’ than maps, delineating patterns buc revealing nothing new. In
describing and i - d forms of creativity, philoso-
pherd Gilles Deleaze and Félix Guattari Heclare: *Make 2 map not a

_|tracing" They continue:

James Corner,
Multiscalar Winter 2011/12 The Agency of Mapping
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unfolding agency of mapping i1s most effective when its capacity for |
description also sets the conditions for new eidetic and physical worlds to
emerge. Unlike tracings, which propagate
cover new worlds within past and present e
prounds upon the hidden traces of a living contcxt The capacu rcfor.
mulate what already exists is the important step. And what already exists
is more than just the physical attributes of terrain (topographv e el
roads, buildings) but includes also the various hidden forces that ™ narces i -
the workings of a given place. These include natural processes, wmaugue = cntibeen
wind and sun; historical events and local stories; economic and lc

conditions; even political interests, regulatory xm.duamsms and program- I
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James Corner,
The Agency of Mapping
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114 JAMES CORNER

What distinguishes the map from the teacing is that it is entirely oriented toward
“an experimentation in contact with the real. The map does not_reproduce an
unconscious closed in upon itself; it constructs the unconscious, It fosters con.
nections between fields, the removal of blockages on bodies without organs, the
maximum opening of bodies withour organs onto a planc of consistency ... The,
map has to do with whercas the tracing always involves an ‘alleged @
competence’.?

. [Psticky Note11/12/12 11:10:83
The distinction here is between mapping as equal t  macus Options =

and mapping as equal to whatis and to what is not yeg e
unfolding agency of mapping is most effective wh m—
description also sets the conditions for new eidetic and physical worlds to

£

James Corner,
The Agency of Mapping
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Folo

“Our north is the south.
I There must not be north

\/' /| for us, except in opposition

to our south. Therefore we
now turn the map upside

S.34°4)7 {7

wiée'yr

down, and then we have a
true idea of our position,
and not as the rest of the
world wishes.

The point of America, from
now on, forever, insistently
points to the South, our

north!” Torres-Garcia

E cuvador.

JT6 Al

Joaquin Torres-Garcia
Inverted Map of South America, 1943



An-Architektur, “Die Geographie
des Ausreisezentrums Fiirth” (2004)

Behdrdliches Standardschreiben der Ausldanderbehorde
zur Einweisung in ein Ausreisezentrum:

.Sie haben zum (Datum) lhren Wohnsitz in folgender
Gemeinschaftsunterkunft zu nehmen. Sie sind nicht im
Besitz von Passpapieren und daher kann der zu ihrer
Aufnahme verpflichtete Staat nicht festgestellt werden. (... ]
Die nunmehr in der o.g. Einrichtung durchgefiihrten
MaBnahmen zur Passersatzbeschaffung dulden keinen
Aufschub, da Sie kein Recht mehr haben, sich in
Deutschland aufzuhalten und Sie dariber hinaus lhren
Lebensunterhalt aus offentlichen Mitteln bestreiten und
dadurch Gber Ihren unrechtmaBigen Aufenthalt hinaus eine
besondere Belastung fir das Land darstellen. Es besteht
daher ein offentliches Interesse, unverziigliche Mafinahmen
zur Beendigung lhres Aufenthaltes durchzufiihren.”

An Architektur

Die Geographie des Ausreisezentrums Fiirth, 2004
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Charles Joseph Minard
Karte des Napoleonischen Russlandfeldzuges, veroffentlicht: Paris 1869
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2. Stadt aus Daten (und Mengen)
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Parzellen / Private Freiflachen

Gebaude (-Abdruck]
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Datascapes ist eine Methode, welche die
Stadt als eine Art Datenlandschaft versteht.

Durch diese rationale Datenverarbeitung
werden asthetische und subjektive Diskurse
zuruckgewiesen. Objektive Quantifizierungen
wie  Wohndichte oder  Verkehrsflisse
generieren automatisch  Formen. Dieser
automatische Prozess fordert dabei auf,
asthetische Vorurteile zu suspendieren.

A Spatial visualization of otherwise invisible
flows and forces”, James Corner

STBA
Institut Entwerfen von Stadt und Landschaft



01. OMA
Punktstad-Zuidstad
1995

LIt is crucial that the tradition of reinvention,
which may be the most fertile, progressive
Dutch tradition, is itself reinvented.”
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Existing Dutch population™™ '
15 million

’N‘Mm.

Dutch density
8.000 persons/km*
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Los Angeles density
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OMA
Punktstad-Zuidstad, 1995
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TRANSFORMATION

Phase | Phase Il

Point City
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Existing Dutch population South City filled Existing Dutch population
at Manhattan density at Manhattan density at Manhattan density along
population: 15 million population: 290 million Dutch/Belgian border
area: 600 km?* area: 11,637 km?* population: 15 million
area:345km x 1,75 km

South City
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02. Manuela Pfrunder
Neotopia - Entstehungsprozess

Was ware wenn ... die Welt in 6.442.450.944
Inseln geteilt ware.

Wie wirde eine Einheiten fur jeden Menschen
aussehen?

STBA
Institut Entwerfen von Stadt und Landschaft
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Ansicht einer Insel und ihrer Anteile von

Arktis
Antarktis
Odland
Wald
Wiese
Ackerland
Kulturland
Insel

Manuela Pfrunder
Neotopia
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03. mvrdv
Metacity / Datatown
1999

Stadte von Daten.
Kein Entwurf, sondern eine Auswahl von
Daten nach hypothetischen Vorschriften.

04. mvrdv
Monuments Act 2
FAR MAX, 1999

Die Formfindung basiert auf der maximalen
Gebaudehiille / Bruttogrundflache

Das Beispiel: New York Zoning Law von 1916;
heutige Regelungen der Stadt Amsterdam

05. mvrdv
Costa Iberica
1999

.Wirde Spanien sein Bruttosozialprodukt nur
aus dem Tourismus ziehen, konnte das Land
wieder , Landschaft” werden.”

STBA
Institut Entwerfen von Stadt und Landschaft



Architecture is a device (a tool)
to test extreme scenarios (what if’s)

Architecture can spatial-ize!
... can show how the world will look in spacial
terms

USING EXTREMIZI

DATA LEAD TO F
INVENTIONS.

DATATOWN IS CONSTRUCIED ON A SERIES OF “WHAT-
}LFS THAT EMBODY DI?EERENT ASSUMPTIONS, SO IT
: ' ‘ : IS ALWAYS IN PROGRESS

. |
- .‘,;

-
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Installation
Acknowledgements
Metacity

World Settlement Envelope
Metacities Compared
Mexico City

Sao Paulo

The Netherlands
Datatown

Sector Living

Sector Agriculture
Sector (C)02

Sector Energy
Sector Waste

Sector Water
Numbers

Credits

Installation

MVRDV
Datatown
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Datatown

Datatown is based only upon data. It is a city that
wants o be described by information: a city that
knows no given lopography. no prescribed ideclogy.
no representation, no context. Only huge, pure data.
What are the implications of this city? What assump-
tions can be identified? What agenda would result
from this numerical approach? Datatown is based
on an extrapolation of Dulch slatistics. Though the
Netherlands today seems a dreamland for econ-
mics, cullure, and production. it remains suspicious
to follow its doctrine. But the accessibility of
statistical information makes it a useful instrument
for extrapolation. Datatown follows a classical
(didn’t the Dutch architect Carel Weeber repeat that
recently?) approach of defining the boundaries of a
city. namely that the urban size is equivalent o one
hour of traveling. In the Middle Ages it was 4 km of
walking. In the 1920s the development of garden-city
extensions was based on a bicycle-distance of 20
km. The mass use of the car lead in the 1980s to
cities of about 80 km like the Randstad or Los
Angeles. And now. with the bullet-train. the city

can equal 400 km. Datalown can therefore be
defined as a city of 400 by 400 km. 1£0.000.000.000
mZ. Datatown is dense - let us say & times as dense
as the Netherlands, one of the denses! populations
in the world.

MVRDV
Datatown
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Datatown
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Datatown
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Datatown

Alnome st
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R demands a S00-meler-Ngh waler ‘colamn’.
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03. mvrdv
Metacity / Datatown
1999

Stadte von Daten.
Kein Entwurf, sondern eine Auswahl von
Daten nach hypothetischen Vorschriften.

04. mvrdv
Monuments Act 2
FAR MAX, 1999

Die Formfindung basiert auf der maximalen
Gebaudehiille / Bruttogrundflache

Das Beispiel: New York Zoning Law von 1916;
heutige Regelungen der Stadt Amsterdam

05. mvrdv
Costa Iberica
1999

.Wirde Spanien sein Bruttosozialprodukt nur
aus dem Tourismus ziehen, konnte das Land
wieder , Landschaft” werden.”

STBA
Institut Entwerfen von Stadt und Landschaft



Monuments Act - Thematisiert wird hier eine fiktive
Altstadtverdichtung in Amsterdam. Nur ein
Parameter wird bertcksichtigt, die Unsichtbarkeit
der Neubebauung von der Strafle. Dadurch erhoht
sich die Dichte auf 7,8 (Geschossflachenzahl).

Ferriss” variation
on the 1916 Zoning Law



4. cutolf!

T. cutoll 4

Multiscalar Winter 2011/12 MVRDV
Datenkarten Monuments Act 2, 1999
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03. mvrdv
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MVRDV

Costa Iberica, 1999

Luftbild Benidorm

Costa Iberica
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ECESSARY SURFA

Bendtigte Oberflache um das B.l.P. mit einer
Aktivitat zu erwirtschaften.

1-|W
L gt 4

MVRDV
Costa Iberica, 1999
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Sorry, MVRDV

1 Are you doing research or playing the game?
2 Can all the fact become data?

3 Too platonic to be ture

4 how much value these research have?

S Too abstract to be built.

6 What' s building materials?

LET'S WATCH SOME VIDEQOI!!

Multiscalar Winter 2011/12
Letzte Folie eines Referats iiber MVRDV
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3. Architektur aus Daten und Mengen
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06. OMA/REX
Seattle Library
2004

Architektur/Gestaltung als (buchst&bliche)
Anordnung raumprogrammatischer
Bausteine.

Ein Spiel zwischen Haupt- und
Nebennutzungen, offentlichem und privatem
Raum, Objekten und Leere.

STBA
Institut Entwerfen von Stadt und Landschaft



412,000 sf 412.000 sf 412,00 of 412,000 sf

i:

mixing chamber M mixing chamber

study & research
collective
amval

parking

C parng

admnistration
operations
books
non-peint
support
publkc service
reading

ram consolidation

orginal program biue = books prog program reshuffe
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OMA

Seattle Library, 2004
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4. Kunst aus Daten und Mengen
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07.

08.

Aaron Koblin

Artfully visualizing our humanity
Flight Patterns

2004

Ursus Wehrli
Kunst Aufraumen
2002

STBA
Institut Entwerfen von Stadt und Landschaft



Aaron Koblin
Flight Patterns




Aaron Koblin
Flughafen Atlanta



Flight Patterns
over North America
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Ursus Wehrli

Kunst Aufraumen, 2002
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Ursus Wehrli
Kunst Aufraumen, 2002



5. Anleitung
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1. Nehme Daten, Mengen und Massen der
Schrebergartensiedlung auf.

2.Erfinde 3 neue Konditionen (Was ware wenn...) fiir den
Ort.

3.Platziere die aufgenommenen Daten streng nach den
Vorgaben der gewahlten Kondition.

4. Betrachte dabei jede Kondition unabhangig. Es entstehen
so 3 verschiedene Projekte, 3 verschiedene Datenkarten.

Graphisches Vorbild sind die Projekte von MVRDV und OMA

STBA

Multiscalar Winter 2011/12
Institut Entwerfen von Stadt und Landschaft
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6. Referenzen - Links
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Artikel:

James Corner, The Agency of Mapping

www-lectures and clips:

Seattle Library, OMA / REX (Hyperrealism)
http://www.ted.com/talks/lang/engjoshua_prince_ramus_on_seattle_s_libra
ry.html

Aaron Koblin, Artfully visualizing our humanity
http://www.ted.com/talks/aaron koblin.html

Grand Paris, MVRDV
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lyvSzmBkqg9%s

www-links:

Eric Fisher's , The Geotagger‘s World Atlas”
http://www.flickr.com/photos/walkingsf/sets/72157623971287575/

STBA
Institut Entwerfen von Stadt und Landschaft



